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Introduction

The Constitutional Convention was a gathering of delegates in the year 1787 formed to draft the constitution of the United States of America. It was formed in order to create a new government after the country achieved its independence. George Washington was elected by delegates who attended the conference to preside over the convention which resulted to the famous United States Constitution. This convention is one of the famous conventions in the United States which is believed to have brought in a lot of changes and contributions to the current state of the country. 

This paper will deal specifically with the proceedings of the Constitutional convention, starting with the history, membership, the Acts, deliberations and the final drafting and signing of the final document resulting from this convention.
History of the Constitutional Convention

The Constitutional Convention also known as the Philadelphia Convention took place between the months of May 25 to September 17 of the year 1787. This convention was formed with the intention of addressing problems which followed its independence from Great Britain. The main objective of the Convention was to revise the Articles of Confederation which was being drafted by constitutional proponents including Alexander Hamilton and Madison James. The articles helped create a vision of the nation which will enable the union of existing states. It was also to form a government that was not to entail ‘government over individuals’ which meant that the government would be formed by equal representation regardless of the size, population or race of the state. Although the Articles didn’t come into use immediately until the late 1780s due to unresolved issues and disputes involving the borders of the states, it was discussed extensively and was used as a reference at the convention
The Second Continental Congress meeting which was being carried out in Philadelphia at the Independence Hall was a step forward towards the convening of the convention. The issues resolved around “Adopting such a government as shall, in the opinion of the representatives of the people, best conduce to the safety and happiness of their constituents in particular and America in general.” (Ritchie, 2001) This meant that a document was to be prepared to govern each of the thirteen colonies in the United States and make extensive documentation of how powers will be resolved within the government and how rights will be observed and respected not only in the United Sates but also in the world at large. 
Just before the United States Constitution was drafted though the convention, there were disagreements between the federals and anti-federals concerning the how commerce industry was to be driven. The disagreements between Maryland and Virginia on whether to join with Pennsylvania and Delaware them in navigating Chesapeake Bay and other tributes were found to be grave in nature and needed more address. It was therefore realized that it was necessary to have the consent of the Confederal Congress. This was abit difficult to obtain and that frustration was running high among the states which even discussed various trade remedies through the Annapolis Convention of 1786. It is at this convention that the Philadelphia Convention date was set for 1787 and would incorporate most of the states’ views.
There were at least three events that in one way or another legitimized the Philadelphia’s Convention. The first was the vetting in of a 25 year revenue collection plan by New York. This was in a bid to repay debts that the country owed to Netherlands and France.  Other events that needed address through the convention were the fighting between the soldiers and the Native Americans in the westerns lands of the country. A final event was the high costs that were needed to run the government at time.
Representation 

The representation of the delegates in this convention was so high that it was considered the fairest at the time. A total of 55 delegates attended the convention. Those who attended had a wide range of background, life experiences and interests making it an assembly of white wealthy landowners. The compositions were as follows;

i. Lwyres-32

ii. Merchants-11

iii. Politicians-4

iv. Military men-2

v. Educationist/teachers- 2

vi. Doctors-2

vii. Inventor-1

viii. Farmer-1

The Virginia Plan

This was the official agenda for the convention as it was the main mover of the issues to be addressed. The delegates from Virginia were the ones who arrived first at the Philadelphian venue to try and discuss the issues to be discussed prior to the start of the meeting. The main issues were (O’Connor, K. & Sabato, L., 2007);

1. Formation of a proportionate, bicameral but powerful legislature

2. Determination of the membership of lower and upper house be out of election by the people from the states from the states

3. Formation of a judiciary which had to have a ‘life-terms’ of service within that specific organ of government

4. Formation of a Council of Revision which was to consists of members of; the national judiciary and house members. Their main task was to revise national legislation and subject override. 

5. A Council to have veto power
6. A planned executive that would ensure that the will of the legislature was fulfilled. 

The Connecticut Compromise

Since most of the debate in the first few weeks of the convention concerned the revision of the Virginia’s plan, it was necessary to bring another plan  that would  rectify the  ‘mistakes’ noticed in that plan. This was the Connecticut Compromise. This compromise advocated for ‘one vote one nation’ principle. It realized the need to address issues of import taxes, representation and size of states. Some states were also anticipating being larger soon and therefore they were not left out in this compromise. The issue that the delegates from Connecticut wanted was to de-link representation in congress from factors such as; size of the state, population or economic status. This according to them will ensure equity and resolve occurrence of conflicts. It was quite obvious that the small states would not allow the larger states to push the idea of pure representational government because of the fact that they will be disadvantaged in one way or another 

New Jersey Plan 

Some delegates in the convention felt that the Virginia plan was giving too much power to the judiciary and that the larger states would be undermining the smaller states in future. This will make smaller states to have minimum contributions to the federal government and as such it will have little influence on matters regarding policy making and decision making. The following are the issues that this plan suggested to be incorporated into the Virginia plan. First, it needed to have the current congress to be maintained rather than having a new one in place. It argues that the congress is stable and what it needs to have only is new powers to be able to function well (O’Connor, K. & Sabato, L., 2007). 
An example of these new powers would be to have the congress set new taxes for the councils and the nation at large and also prepare laws to enforce them. It also proposed an executive arm of government that was to be elected by the Congress. This executive would serve for a single term and would be able to take precedence over state laws. It also proposed unicameral legislature that would work hand in hand with a judiciary appointed by the executive. 

Breakthroughs

At the end of June, there were many breakthroughs following revelations that the nation was not fully federal or national hence there is need to ramifications to either apply both or tore one line. Although most members of the convention echoed this move, it was not possible to reach a consensus on the matter.  A committee to be headed by Gerry was formed to look into issues of structure, composition and powers   with reference to the question of national or federal composition. This was later referred to the Committee of Detail which would consider powers sharing between the congress, Supreme Court and the president. 



Great Compromise

One man who stole the show in the Convention was Roger Sherman who commanded a lot of respect from the rest of the delegates at the convention. He proposed that “That the proportion of suffrage in the 1st. branch should be according to the respective numbers of free inhabitants; and that in the second branch or Senate, each State should have one vote and no more.” (Dennis, 1989)The statement was felt to be very radical initially but as the members of the convention learnt later, they would not agree on whether they would have a United States House of Representatives or not. This resulted to ‘The Great Compromise’ which would allow equal representation based on population and therefore each state would give equal number of senators to the congress.

Slavery 

During the convention, many issues regarding governance arose, the main one being the issue slavery. Slavery was a problem at that time especially from Africa to Europe and America. In most of the American colonies, the population of the slaves accounted for approximately 20% of all the people. Most of these slaves were in the southern part of the country where the business of slavery was taking toll among the whites and black population.  At the convention, delegates from north and south were locked in the conflict on where to allow or discontinue the trade. The southern delegates did not want to join the union if the slavery was discontinued while the north argued that it was against human rights to conduct the business.  Since the issue was so grave, it was left from discussion since no compromise was forthcoming. 

However, what arose later during other discussions on representation in congress was the issue on whether the slaves would be counted as a factor in determining representation in congress. Those states which had huge population of slaves wanted to have the number of slaves used a determinant in representation in congress but on the other hand counted as  property of the state when they are to levy taxes to  the population. This did not go well with most of the states that did not have a large number of slaves. 
The final verdict was that a 3/5 compromise on the issue was reached. This meant that in representation, the figure will be used in determination of the number of senators while the same would apply in levying of taxes (O’Connor, K. & Sabato, L., 2007). 
After the compromise had been arrived at, the issue on whether or not  to allow the slave trade was discussed specifically mentioning on whether slaves should be imported to the U.S. some states including Georgia which had seen the  benefits of having slave trade in their states were outraged by the decision and even threatened to boycott the convention.  It was then decided that the congress be given the powers to ban the whole issue of slave trade and it may ban it only after twenty years from then i.e. signaled the next century. 

Fight for the Bill of Rights

There was no provision for the protection of human rights issues from all the Acts and deliberations at the convention including the Virginia’s plan. It was seen therefore that there was need for a formidable bill of rights to look into issues of human right protection in the country (Michael, 1996). A committee was mandated to do so and eventually it came up with Virginia Declaration of Right authored by George Mason. This bill of rights would look into violations of human rights in states
Drafting and signing of the final document 

After most of the deliberations were made, it was realized that the constitution needed to be drafted and signed in order to make it a legitimate document. This was to be done based on the agreements made so far and anything outstanding will be referred to any committee that will further investigate the issue. The special committee ‘Committee of Style and Arrangement’ which was to be headed by the Governor Morris and other key contributors in the convention such as Madison, Rufus, Hamilton and others. History now puts Morris and the convention’s president as the men behind the drafting and signing of the document that resulted from the convention on the last day i.e. on 17th September, 1787. 
Although the document was drafted and signed, not all the delegates concurred with the issues agreed upon. This led to some of them being failing to sign the final document. Those who failed to sign the document included Virginia’s George mason and Massachusetts’s Gerry Elbridge among others. This group argued that they needed to have a Bill of Rights in place before they could sign the constitution. The members who signed the document were thirty none in number and none of them was satisfied with the whole thing in totality (Michael, 1996). 




Secrecy

There was to be secrecy of the deliberation s at the end of the convention. The delegated had agreed that they need to speak their minds freely and get the acts correct especially those regarding membership in congress. Members were encouraged to be honest and discourse in their public approaches on the issues that had been discussed in the convention. The secrecy debate in the American constitution being referenced to what happened in Philadelphia has been very significant in the recent past. This can be attributed to the ‘no entry’ rule applied in the venue of the convention  where the curtains, doors, windows and other access points were sealed off to anybody apart from those attending the convention only. 
Acts of the convention 

Act One

The first act of the convention describes the Virginia plan and was introduced to the convention by Governor Randolph. Basically, it was a revision of the ‘Articles of confederation’. The first feature of this Act was structural exclusion of the states especially in terms of representation and election. The second was diminution of powers in the states and the virtual freedom of the congress. The third feature was the possibility of introducing short term office terms and elimination of traditional republicanism. This Act was therefore intended to offer minimal powers to the governor of the particular state while the congressman was given absolute ones (Daniel, 2002). This was however found to not only prejudice the governor but also the national representatives from the state. 

Act two

This act has been seen by critics today as a portrait of the crisis the convention went through. It is at the stage of this Act that the delegates were at a stalemate on many issues and the situation was almost threatening the existence of the convention. Most of the delegates questioned the viability of the Virginia Plan especially concerning the old style federalism and old fashioned republicanism. Most of the delegates also felt that the convention had gone beyond the mandate of the congress and that they had already scrapped the Articles of Confederation rather than just revising it as it had intended to initially (O’Connor, K. & Sabato, L., 2007). All in all, there was universal agreement that the republican government would only exists under the watchful eye of the people and the representatives
Act Three

It strongly focused on the final debates the convention was dealing with. The main issue here was the itemization of the powers within the congress. Under the two plans- Virginia and Connecticut Compromise- the congress were given ultimate powers to do what the State authorities were found to be incompetent with.   It is at this stage that the question on slavery was discussed. It permits the congress to discourage the slave trade only after 1808. But as we know today, President Jefferson signed into law the Act of Congress before the specified year which ended slave trade in 1807. 
Act Four

This final stage was covered in the last three months of the convention and the details were to be the signing and drafting of the final document. There had been much progress on all the issues discussed including the congress, representation, slave trade and roles of the states (O’Connor, K. & Sabato, L., 2007). What was remaining was enumerating on the powers of the present and the exact role of the office with reference to ultimate roles of the president. It was realized an electoral college was a sensible way of electing the president and that the only issues that will be addressed later by the congress would be;

I. The president’s term in office

II. Eligibility and re-eligibility of the candidates 

III. Powers of the president 
Conclusion 
The final draft of the document from the convention was signed on September, 1787. It was a relief to those delegates who had persevered in Philadelphia for the four months. Most of the people who did not attend the convention were also dissatisfied like some of the delegates, they say that some of the clauses in the constitution were flawed and against human, economic and personal principles. The president of the convention, George Washington however, describes it as “"[we wish] that it may promote the lasting welfare of that country so dear to us all, and secure her freedom and happiness.” (Daniel, 2002). All in all, this set the final motion for the country to be known today as the most powerful country the world- with a new constitution. 
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